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SOHO RESIDENTS WELCOME PROPOSAL
FOR HISTORIC DISTRICT EXPANSION

The Metropolitan Chapter’s proposal to expand
the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District gained
exposure before an appreciative audience at the
Annual Meeting of the SoHo Alliance at St.
Anthony’s Church on November 27. PowerPoint
illustrations and take-home handouts enhanced
the presentation by members of the Preservation
Committee.

Melissa Baldock led off the presentation by
explaining that Margot Gayle, a founder of the
Metropolitan Chapter and the preeminent expert
on cast-iron architecture who was instrumental in
obtaining the initial district designation, has long
wanted the expansion. Gayle will be 100 years old
in May, and Baldock suggested that expansion of
the district would be an appropriate birthday gift.

The proposed expansion, Baldock pointed out,
would correct a mistake made in 1973 when the
SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District was designated.
The district lines were drawn down the middle of
boundary streets, leaving many similar buildings

that are landmark-worthy undesignated. The
proposed expansion includes buildings on the
west side of West Broadway below Houston
Street, the east side of Crosby from just south
of Spring Street to Howard Street and the south
side of Howard at its nexus with Crosby, west
to Broadway. Of the 72 sites involved, nine are
buildings with cast-iron fronts, and one is a vacant
lot. Designation, Baldock stressed, would ensure
that whatever is built on the vacant lot would be in
keeping the architectural heritage of the district.
Inappropriate signage and insensitive renovations,
she added, would be curbed.

Stephen Gottlieb was the next speaker, but
before he could begin, a man who identified
himself as a resident of Crosby Street interrupted
to support designation. “We need protection,” he
emphasized. “I didn't arrange that,” said Gottlieb
before describing architectural details of some
buildings dating from the 1860s to the 1880s.

Continued on back page

Two buildings of identical design: 34 Howard St. (left) is in the SoHo Cast Iron Historic District
while 29 Howard St. is undesignated. Photos by Stephen Gottlieb

On May 14, Margot Gayle will
celebrate her 100th birthday, and to honor
one of the Victorian Society’s founders,
the Metropolitan Chapter is throwing her
a birthday party! The event will be held at
6:00 p.m. on her birthday at the Century
Association, 7 West 43rd Street.

As many of you know, it was around
Margot’s kitchen table that the Victorian
Society in America was founded. At the
urging of Sir Nicholas Pevsner, who
recognized that Americans were rapidly
losing scores of nineteenth-century
structures, Margot, J. Stewart Johnson
and Carolyn Karpinski began to gather
volunteers and in the summer of 1966
officially founded the Victorian Society
in America. Today, that organization
boasts 16 chapters and over 1,300
members. Margot’s commitment to
historic preservation reaches far beyond
her work with our organization. Since the
1960s, when she successfully campaigned
to save the Jefferson Market Courthouse,
she has worked tirelessly to raise public
awareness as to the importance and
significance of Victorian architecture.

Invitations for this Centennial
Celebration will be mailed in earl
April, but mark your calendars now. We
hope you will join us on May 14 at the
Century Association to wish Margot a
happy birthday and honor a woman who
has d}::voted her life to preserving the rich
architectural legacy of New York City and
the Victorian heritage of our country.

Margot Gayle at Jefferson Market Library
ceremony, November 27,2007 Photo by Simeon Bankoff
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SOHO continued from first page Two buildings of
identical design b}%er{wickpaaﬁd Sands, he n%)sted,
illustrate the commonality of buildings in the current
district and those in the proposed expansion. In fact, the
undesignated building at 29 Howard has more original
details than 34 Howard, which is in the district. Other
prominent architects whose works are in the proposed
expansion include Detlef Lienau and D. & J. Jardine.

Simeon Bankoft concluded the presentation with
a rousing call for action by audience members. “We
need support from you,” he declared. Most pressing,
he stressed, is the need to get the expansion proposal
onto the agenda of the Landmarks Preservation
Commission.

“You're speaking to the converted,”said Bo Riccobono,
vice president of the SoHo Alliance, at the conclusion
of the presentation. More than 60 postcards to Robert
Tierney, Landmarks Preservation Commission chair,

urging the SoHo Historic District expansion were
signed and collected at the meeting. More have since
been received, and several residents have written more
detailed letters.

'The proposal was mentioned in ke Villager, a
weekly newspaper with wide circulation in downtown
neighborhoods. In a follow-up letter, Jeff Sholeen,
president of the Metropolitan Chapter, emphasized the
effort to broaden community support. “We hope that
the residents of SoHo and surrounding neighborhoods
will join us in asking the Landmarks Preservation
Commission to langmark the many outstanding
buildings on the edge of the SoHo historic district as a
100th birthday gift to Margot Gayle,” he wrote. “SoHo,
the Village and New York City as a whole owe so much
to Margot’s advocacy throughout the years, and the
time has come to see her vision through.”

LECTURES MOVETO

NEW LOCATION IN FALL

Beginning in September, the Metropolitan
Chapter’s lectures will be in The New Church
(Swedenborgian) at 112 East 35th Street in
Manhattan, between Park and Lexington Avenues.
"The Donnell Library, long site of the lectures, will be
closed for several years due to construction.

The new site was obtained after an extensive
search by Karen Zukowski, Lecture Committee
chair, aided by other Board members. Guiding
the search was the Board’s desire that the lectures
continue to be free to the public. The church is fully
accessible to the handicapped and space is available
for receptions after the lectures. Tﬁe Renaissance
Revival structure, built in 1858-59 and expanded in
1932, recently underwent a sensitive restoration.
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